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Executive summary 
 
I chose to focus on: 
 
¶ How digital technology is used, specifically in the Technology area of the NZ curriculum.  
¶ Whether  schools are finding there is an overlap of software used and if so, how do they facili-

tate this overlap.   
¶ How schools are changing the spaces where digital technology is being used. 
¶ How we can modify our spaces to meet the needs of technology in the 21st Century.   
 
My first task was to contact schools in California, New York and London and request the possibility of 
visiting schools in these areas to discuss the issue with them. However, after emailing numerous 
schools overseas it became apparent that some schools were reluctant to have visitors as my emails 
were not responded to which was rather disappointing.  Six schools were happy for me to visit which 
was pleasing. 
 
It became evident that the curriculum in the United States and UK was significantly different to NZ 
both in course requirements and external examinations to gain University Entrance. It was apparent 
that getting access to online courses and units of work is still in its infancy stage, although there are a 
number of institutions who have developed apps on the iPad to address this.  Apps such as iTunes U 
and Khan Academy, now offer courses free to students. 
 

Purpose, Rationale and Background information  
  
1. To investigate how other schools address the physical environments for the following subjects: 

¶ Digital Information Technology 
¶ Design and Visual Communication 
¶ Photography 
¶ Media Studies 
¶ Technology ï Engineering/Wood/Auto 
¶ Electronics 

2. How schools address issues of subject overlap  
3. To forge relationships with institutions to assist with the development of and access to online 

courses and units of work to further supplement and develop appropriate pathways for students 
ï making sure they have somewhere to go after school. 



Activities undertaken (methodology) 
 
¶ Photographing environments 
¶ Gaining course information 
¶ Making contacts which would allow our students to join courses online. 
  

Findings ð Edison High SchoolðLos Angeles  
 
Edison is a public High School established in 1969.  It is co-ed and the year groups are grades 9 ï 
12.  The number of students attending currently is 2200 and 61% are white.  The school receives 
less funding due to the socio-economic area.   
 
The curriculum offered to students:  Total credits required: 220, including 155 credits from required 
courses.  Required courses: (One year = 10 credits/One semester = 5 credits) 

 
 
There is an adequate network infrastructure in place at the school.  The library and two general 

computer labs are used by various subject areas for research and output of work eg Word, Power-

Point etc. There are two specialist computer labs used by Visual Arts/Design/Media studies, which 

have Apple Mac computers and students can access Adobe software. A wireless network is also 

available to all students.  The layout of the computer labs is determined by the nature of the room 

and the furniture available and therefore is set out in traditional format.  The school is still in the 

beginning stages of BYOD.  

 

The subject environment at Edison High School  
 
The nature of the premises is blocks surrounding the circumference of the property.  A noticeable 
aspect was that there were no windows in any classrooms.  Only classroom doors have a small 
window and all classrooms have air conditioning. 
 
¶ Digital Information Technology, Design and Visual Communication, Photography and Media 

Studies are housed in computer lab with Apple Mac computers set up in a traditional format.  
Students have access to one industry standard recording video. 

¶ Visual Art is offered in the traditional format not yet making use of technology. 
¶ Technology ï Engineering/Wood/Auto is not offered at Edison 

¶ Electronics ï is not offered at Edison 
 

    Cred-
its 

Semesters (5 
credits) 

English 4 years 40 8 

World History 1 year 10 2 

U.S. History 1 year 10 2 

U.S. Government İ year 5 1 

Economics İ year 5 1 

Mathematics 
(Must include completion of Algebra 1) 

3 years 30 6 

Physical Science  1 year 10 2 

Life Science 1 year 10 2 

Health İ year 5 1 

Physical Education 2 years 20 8 

Visual/Performing Arts or World Language or CTE 1 year 10   
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Westminster High SchoolðLos Angeles  
 
Westminster is a public High School established in 1959.  It is co-ed and the year groups 
are grades 9 ï 12 and number of students 2400. The racial makeup of the student body 
is approximately 41.3% Asian, 39.1% Hispanic, 12.8% White, 3.5% American Indian or 
Alaska Native, 1.5% African American, and 1.4% Pacific Islander.  Due to the socio-
economic area the school gets substantial funding. 
 
At Westminster they do not experience subject overlap.  Due to the nature of the curricu-
lum at the school, students who participate in Drama make use of the recording studio.  
The Media Studies department tends to focus on print media as opposed to film media.  
 
The school is well resourced and has a comprehensive network with 1000 computers, a 
ratio of almost 1:2.  They are hoping to negotiate a contract for tablets in 2014 so that 
they can have a 1:1 ratio access to technology.  The computers are mainly Apple Mac 
with a single lab of PCôs in the library. The Media Studies department has access to four 
industry recording video machines which is a major asset.  The Drama facilities were re-
cently revamped and include a modern recording studio with an impressive sound board. 
A wireless network is also in place and all students have access to this. 
 
The subject environment at Westminster High School  
 
The buildings at Westminster High School are set in blocks. The school was originally an 
all boyôs school with the focus on vocational subjects.  The woodwork and automotive 
classrooms are large and appear to be an exciting place for students.  In order to accom-
modate students in woodwork classes, the classes are multi levelled so seniors are able 
to assist juniors and students work together on group projects. 
 
¶ Digital Information Technology: Use Apple Mac and students are exposed to Adobe 

and MS office software 
¶ Design and Visual Communication: Not offered 
¶ Photography: Not offered 
¶ Media Studies: Use apple computers and the adobe suite  
¶ Visual Art:  Offered using the traditional format, not using digital format yet. 
¶ Technology ï Engineering/Wood/Auto: Have great facilities, however looking at 

adding technology as an aspect of the subject. Computer lab with Auto cad and oth-
er software related to Woodwork and Automotive. 

¶ Electronics: Not offered 
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The curriculum available to students: 

 
 
Because of the nature of the curriculum subject overlap does not occur as students do electives 
one year at a time.   
 
 
The following ONE YEAR electives are offered to students in Technology: 
 
Student Technology Aide:   Year 10, 11 and 12 
Computer Science: Year 11 and 12 
Design:  
Contemporary Media I: 
Contemporary Media II: 
Media Studies: 
Numerous one year Visual Arts electives available to students including ceramics. 
Technology ï Engineering/Wood/Auto is not offered at Mater Dei 
Electronics ï is not offered at Mater Dei 

 
The subject environment at Mata Dei High School  
 
The school buildings are built along the perimeter of the school with an open square in the mid-
dle.  The building is two levels and classrooms are in the traditional format. The library/media 
centre has been revamped recently giving students a space which has technology available to 
them. 
 

Mata Dei High SchoolðLos Angeles  
Mata Dei is a private Catholic High School established in 1950.  It is co-ed and the year 
groups are grades 9 ï 12.  The number of students attending currently is 2000 and the 
population makeup of the school is 41% White; 2% Black; 27% Hispanic; 19% Asian; 
16% other or undeclared.   
 
The school has a comprehensive network system giving students access to wireless net-
work to accommodate their iPad programme.  All students at the school receive an iPad 
at the beginning of the year at a cost to parents of $350 on issue and non-refundable.  
When students leave the iPad is returned to the school.  At the end of each school year 
iPads are stored away.  

  Freshman Year 

(Year 9) 

Sophomore Year 

(Year 10) 

Junior Year 

(Year 11) 

Senior Year 

(Year 12) 

1 Religious Studies Religious Studies Religious Studies Religious Studies 

2 English English English English 

3 Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Social Studies 

4 Science Science Social Studies Elective 

5 Modern & Classi-
cal Language 

Social Studies Elective Elective 

6 Visual & Perform-
ing Arts or Elec-
tive 

Modern & Classi-
cal Language 

Elective Elective 

7   Elective (optional) Elective (optional) Elective (optional) 
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